Tips for Balancing Busy Schedules

(From Margaret Ferry)
1. Make sure you have qualified teachers.
2. Be organized with your own schedule.
3. Make practice a routine, ideally at the same time each day, such as before or after school.  If your days are not consistent, then the parent should make a plan the night before for when practice will take place the next day.
4. If the student is also involved in other activities such as sport or dance, ideally limit these extra activities to one for the most success in learning an instrument well.
5. Create a musical community for motivation.  Get involved with other musical families, join an orchestra, find a mentor, etc.
6. Daily praise is important. 
7. Respect other important family activities, such as dinner and church.
8. Be realistic – teenagers may need to scale back a bit for other activities.
9. Learn to say no when appropriate, especially when the parent has extra responsibilities.
10.Find joy in the journey.
